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Denise F. Quirk has been an addictions counselor and Marriage and Family Therapist in Reno, 
Nevada since 1992.  She is presently the CEO and Clinical Director of the Reno Problem 
Gambling Center (RPGC), a non-profit outpatient treatment center for problem gambling clients 
and their families.  She wrote and teaches an online senior/graduate course called “Exploring 
Gambling Behaviors” for the University of Nevada, Reno.  Denise advocated for the nation’s 
highest standard for Certified Problem Gambling Counselors in Nevada, as well as testifying in 
support of AB 102, which became law as part of NRS 458, paving the way for treatment 
diversion for addicted gamblers in the legal system.  She also supervises five Certified Problem 
Gambling Counselor-Interns (CPGC-I’s) around the state of Nevada through face-to-face and 
distance supervision.  Denise co-authored  the “Gambling Patient Placement Criteria” (GPPC) 
treatment handbook with her GPPC Initiative colleagues with the help of a grant from the 
Nevada Problem Gambling Revolving Fund.   She opened the RPGC in 2006 and has been the 
recipient of Nevada Problem Gambling Revolving Grant funding since 2008.  Denise serves as 
the Chair of the Governor’s Advisory Committee on Problem Gambling (ACPG).  She served on 
the State of Nevada’s Board of Alcohol, Drug, and Gambling Counselors for five years.  She is 
the recipient of the Bybee Award for excellence in education and advocacy in the problem 
gambling field in Nevada.  Denise has testified as an expert witness in Nevada’s District Court 
and Federal Court to advocate for clients she has evaluated and treated a number of times since 
2009.  Denise has been practicing as an MFT (Marriage and Family Therapist) in her private 
practice, Red Hawk Counseling, since 1992.  Her therapeutic focus is addiction and families.  
She is the director of LifeStar Northern Nevada, specializing in treating individuals and couples 
with sex/pornography addiction since 2008.   
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